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21 November 2018 
 
Dear Jenny, 
 
 
Thank you for your letter of 27 September 2018 regarding the draft audit and accountability 
framework 
 
I have considered closely the views of the Committee and the issues raised both in the 
evidence session with officials in February and in our correspondence, and my officials have 
in turn raised these in discussions with HM Treasury. I am pleased to report that progress is 
being made in some of the areas that the Committee has highlighted, such as the need to 
simplify the draft framework  as well as streamlining the process by which the Scottish 
Parliament and its committees can ask for information from UK public bodies.  
 
Discussions on other areas of the framework are still currently ongoing due to the complexity 
of this area and the importance of ensuring that the framework respects the independence of 
the national audit bodies. I understand that the Committee has a significant interest in the 
auditing arrangements for the administration of Scottish Income Tax and the assignment of 
VAT. The audit and accountability framework will only ever be a framework to enable 
independent national auditors to carry out their work and to allow the Scottish and UK 
Parliaments to hold public bodies accountable, and separate, detailed arrangements will 
need to be agreed for specific areas of interest to the Committee. 
 
I hope to be able to present a final framework for audit and accountability in due course, 
once this process is complete and a document has been agreed. The two audit bodies of 
course continue to be consulted throughout this process. Both Governments have also 
committed to review the framework to ensure that it is effective in practice.   
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I will be able to provide you with a finalised version of the framework once agreed, and my 
officials remain available to provide any briefing to Committee Members on this matter as 
and when required.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEREK MACKAY 
 


